IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1-17 and add new Claims 18-20 to read as follows. A 
marked-up copy of the amended claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. 



k (Amended) An image pr ocessing appara t us coni|Misiag f 
a detector, arranged to detect an jrpagg^rea excluding a frame image contained 
in an inputted image; 

a generator^rfanged to generate correction information of the detected image 

£-ySJ area; and 

x a corrector, arranged to correct the image area based on the generated 
correctionyififormation, 

wherein said detector detects the frame image, which has gradation, by 
detecting pixels that have a same hue and a difference between lightness and saturation having a 



ietermined value or less. 



2. (Amended) The apparatu^a^cording jOjJaitfHrwherein, when pixels" 
adjacent to a pixel of interest satisfy a m^de^rmine^ condition, said detector determines that the 
pixel of interest constructs^Ierrame image. 




3. (Amcnd c U^^ to Claim 2, wherein said detet4w ==? 

identijjsfcltie^ than the frame image based on a detection-result of the pixeh^"^ 
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jgflDStmGt ktg die fiaine image and supplies iufuimation repr e s e nting the identified imago areata 
said generator and said corrector . 

4. (Amended) The apparatus according to^taim 3, wherein said detector scans 
the image in a horizontal direction in units of columns^nd detects, as two ends of the image area 
in the horizontal direction, a first column having/a pixel determined not to construct the frame 
image and a next column having a pixel determined to construct the frame image. 

\ ^ 5. (Amended)^tie apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said detector scans 

the image in a vertical direction in units of rows and detects, as two ends of the image area in the 
vertical direction, a first roxv having a pixel determined not to construct the frame image and a 
next row having a pixel/determined to construct the frame image. 

/6. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein, after correction by 
said corrector/nas ended, said detector executes identification processing of an image area other 
than the frame image again. 

/ 7. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said generator 

generates, as the correction information, highlight and shadow points and white and black 
balancestJTthe image*area. 
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8. (Amended) The apparatus accord ing to claim 7, wherein said correctgi 
corrects gradation of the image area based on the highlight and^hadtfwpoints and the white and 
black balances, which are generated by said generator. 

9. (Amended) / An image processing method comprising the steps of: 
detectjrtg an image area excluding a frame image contained in an inputted 

image; 

generating correction information of the detected image area; and 
correcting the image area based on the generated correction information, 
wherein, in said detecting step, the frame image, which has gradation, is 
detected by detecting pixels that have a same hue and a difference between lightness and 



ration V»avingTprp7!^Tpmujip^ ya^ifi nr ^ 



10. (Amended) The mepi63Naccordijig4o^laim 9, wherein said detecting step 1 
comprises, when pixels adjacent to^pi<El^onntefest satisfy a predetermined condition, 
determining that the mxetof interest constructs the frame image. 



H-h"tAmended) 1 he method acc£irdmg-tO"claim 1 0, further comprising the 
steps of: ^ 

^^/^ identifying the image area other than the frame image based on a detection 
^gstiltof-the-pixel COiisiiiretfflg-thg Jrame imagei^ nd-^ 
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S V Pply^S ^ nfrtrmatjnn rpprprpnting th a iHp.ntifi p H imnpr» nr m fnr p r m gr3Tjr 

processing of the correction information and correction processing of the 



area. 




12. (Amended) The method according ttmaim 1 1, wherein said detecting step 
comprises scanning the image in a horizontal direction in units of columns and detecting, as two 
ends of the image area in the horizontal direction, a first column having a pixel determined not to 
construct the frame image and a next column having a pixel determined to construct the frame 
image. 

13. (Amend6d) The method according to claim 11, wherein said detecting step 
comprises scanning the irafage in a vertical direction in units of rows and detecting, as two ends 
of the image area in the vertical direction, a first row having a pixel determined not to construct 
the frame image ana a next row having a pixel determined to construct the frame image. 



14. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 1, wherein, after correction 
processingfhas ended, identification processing of an image area other than the frame image is 
executen again. 



15. (Amended) The method according to claim 9, wherein said generating step 
comprises generating, as the correction information, highlight and shadow points and white and 



balances of theiinaee area. 
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^6r-fAineiidedi 1 lie method according 16 Claim 15. wlu^ei n_said correcting 
step comprises correcting gradation of the image area based on the highligtjt^il^shadow points 
and the white and black balances, which are generated in saidgerferating step. 



a 



17. (Amended) A computepprogram product comprising a computer-readable 
medium storing computer program cod^Tor executing an image processing method, said product 
comprising process procedure cq^es for: 
V ^ a d^tectiq^ step of detecting an image area excluding a frame image contained 




y 



in an inputted image; 

generation step of generating correction information of the detected image 

area; and 

a correction step of correcting the image area based o\ the generated correction 

information, 

wherein, in the detection step, the frame image, which Has gradation, is 
detected by dete cting pix els that have a same hue and a difference Jjefween lightness and 
saturation having a predetermined v§ 
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^ * ^8. (New) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

1 a detector, arranged \o detect a plurality of photographic image portions 



excluding a frame image contained in anumage that includes the plurality of photographic image 
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porti6Ife*s 

generator, arranged to generate correction information corresponding to each 
photographic image pottion detected by said detector; and 

a corrector arranged to correct each photographic image portion based on the 
generated correction information 

19. (New) An im^jge processing method comprising the steps of: 

detecting a plurality pf photographic image portions excluding a frame image 
contained in an image that includes the plurality of photographic image portions; 

generating correction information corresponding to each photographic image 
portion detected in said detecting step; arid 

correcting each photogipphic image portion based on the generated correction 

information. 



20. (New) A computer 
medium storing a computer program code 



rogram product comprising a computer-readable 



for executing an image processing method, said 
product comprising process procedure coc es for: 

a detection step of detec ting a plurality of photographic image portions 
excluding a frame image contained in an mage that includes the plurality of image portions; 

a generation step of generating correction information corresponding to each 
photographic image portion detected by the detection step; and 



